
Accelerated Program- A college program of study that is completed in less time. This is

often done by taking courses through the summer, or having a larger than normal course

load during the normal school year.

Accreditation- Recognition by an accrediting organization/agency that a school meets

standards regarding its facilities, services, and educational programs. Regional

Accreditation refers to the college as a whole whereas Specialized Accreditation refers to

specific types of schools or programs.

Advanced Placement (AP) Exams- AP Exams are taken in May and are offered to students

enrolled in AP courses. High scores on these tests can often transfer to college credit for

most schools.

ACT (American College Testing)-Multiple choice achievement test that measures abilities

in the following areas: English, Math, Reading and Natural science reasoning. Can be used in

place of the SAT at most colleges and in some cases, in place of SAT Subject Tests.

Associate Degree- A degree program completed in at least two but less than four years.

Bachelor’s Degree- A degree program completed with undergraduate programs, typically

completed in four years.

College Scholarship Services (CSS)- A service from College Board that assists post-

secondary schools, the government, and scholarship associations in the equal distribution of

student financial aid funds. This is done by measuring a family’s financial strength and

analyzing the ability to contribute to the cost of college.

Common Application- An undergraduate college admission application that applicants may

use to apply to any of 517 member colleges and universities in 47 states and the District of

Columbia, as well as in Austria, France, Germany, Italy, Switzerland, and United Kingdom.

Consortium- Two or more colleges provide joint services and academic programs to

students enrolled in member institutions. These are typically neighboring colleges, students

at one campus are allowed to attend courses on the other.

Cooperative Education- A program where students alternate between periods of full-time

course loads and full-time employment in a related field. Students are paid for their work,

typically five years are required to complete a bachelor’s degree under a cooperative plan.

CSS Profile- A form filed through the College Scholarship Service for students seeking any

type of campus-based aid at private institutions. Examples of this aid include grants, work

study, scholarships etc.

Deferred Admission- Permits the students to postpone enrollment for one year after

acceptance to college.

Double Major- Any program of study where the student completes the course work for two

majors concurrently.
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Early Action- Similar to Early Decision, but it is not binding. If you have been accepted you

can commit immediately or wait until spring.

Early Decision- Early Decision plans are binding. You agree to attend if the college accepts

you and offers an adequate financial aid package. If you are accepted to this school, you

must withdraw your application from all other schools.

FAFSA- A form completed by parents and dependent students to provide information on

assets, income, expenses, and liabilities. Schools use this to estimate the family’s contribution

as well as federal institution in their decision to offer a Pell Grant or Stafford Loan, etc.

Independent Study- Allows students to complete some of their college program by studying

independently as opposed to scheduled classes and courses.

Internship- Short-term supervised work experiences usually related to a student’s major or

field, where academic credit is earned for the experience

Merit-Based Aid- The general term for grants, scholarships and discounts that a college

awards to an admitted student without regard to financial need. Merit aid may be based on

academic or athletic achievements, special talents such as music, where the student lives, or

other demographic characteristics.

Need-Based Aid- Financial aid is awarded on the basis of the financial need of the student.

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid application (FAFSA) is generally used for

determining federal, state, and institutional need-based aid eligibility.

PSAT/NMSQT- This test serves as a practice for the full SAT as well as being used for

awards such as the National Merit Scholarship Corporation, offered once per year in

October.

ROTC- Programs conducted by certain colleges in cooperation with the United States Air

Force, Army and Navy, often combining scholarship opportunity with commitment to the

military.

Rolling Admission- An admissions process in which the college considers each application as

soon as all materials are received.

SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) - Tests students’ aptitude for subjects that are necessary

for college success in the areas of: reading, writing, and mathematics.

Senior Questionnaire- Document that students provide to Counselors detailing their extra-

curricular activities, community service, work experience, and honors and awards received.

This information in used to write the students letter of recommendation for college.

Student-Designed Major- A program in which the student is able to build a major field of

study not typically offered by the college.

Study Abroad- An arrangement where a student completes part of their course work while

studying in another country. These colleges either have a campus abroad, or they have a

“sister” school with whom they have a cooperative agreement.

TOEFL- A test that helps foreign students demonstrate their English proficiency at the level

required by colleges.

Transfer Program- A program provide by two-year colleges that is offered to students

who intend to continue on to four-year colleges and undergraduate degrees.
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Universal Enrollment Deadline- May 1st is the date in which colleges expect students to

reply back to them with their final decision on whether or not they will be attending.

Upper-Division College- Colleges that offer undergraduate degrees that begin in the junior

year, after the student has completed freshman and sophomore coursework elsewhere.

Wait List- A college or university has not formally accepted a particular student for

admission, but at the same time may offer admission in the next few months if spaces

become available.
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