
PHS Juniors and Seniors may take classes at American Samoa Community College (ASCC)

that will count towards the PHS High School diploma and earn students college credits.

Students interested in dual enrollment should meet with the Director to ensure that the

ASCC course(s) they choose will satisfy PHS High School requirements. In order to use ASCC

credits towards PHS graduation, students must pass the class with a C or better.

Dual Enrollment
C O L L E G E  P A T H W A Y

What Are the Benefits?

Dual enrollment gives students an idea of what full-time college coursework will be like.

By trying out a few classes while still in high school, your child can get used to the

academic environment before he or she leaves the comfort and support of home.

According to collegeboard.com, most students change their majors at least once. Taking

a college class as a high school senior can help your child find his or her area of interest

before the pressure is on to declare a major.

If your student didn't qualify to take AP courses, or if those courses weren't available at

your child's high school, taking a college-level class will help him or her demonstrate the

ability to handle more difficult coursework, according to ecampustours.com. This ability

is something every college admissions officer wants to see.

Perhaps the biggest benefit of dual enrollment is that your student may start

accumulating college credits, helping him or her graduate on time or even early.

What Else Should be Considered? 

If a college class will interfere with your child's regular coursework or extracurriculars, it

may not be a good idea. A college course should enhance a student's resume, but not at

the expense of other resume-enhancing activities. When considering scheduling, be sure

to take into account not just the normal class schedule but breaks as well.  

Dual-enrollment courses are real college courses for real college credit; the grades will

go on your student's permanent record. Before enrolling, make sure your student is ready

for the demanding work a college class will require, or it could hurt his or her chances at

college acceptance down the line. Furthermore, if a student fails a dual-enrollment

course, it could mean he or she won't graduate high school on time.

If your child is considering a dual-enrollment program for the purpose of earning college

credits, be sure of the value of the credits. For each college where your child may apply

next year, check to see how many credits (if any) a dual-enrollment class would earn your

child. The credit policy will depend on the school.


