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Common Application

Common Application is a web based college application that was developed to encompass

the information most colleges wish to receive. This application includes “common”

information that can be sent to multiple colleges. Therefore, many colleges accept

Common Application. You can establish a Common Application account to view the

application itself and to see which colleges accept this form. You can also review the main

essay prompts if you’re looking to get started on writing. Each college has its own

application fee and some colleges ask for additional information to supplement the

common information. This application is very representative of what most college

admissions applications look like, so it is helpful to peruse the site.

Individual College Application

Some public colleges are a part of their state system (for example, University of California

system: admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/, or United Kingdom/British schools:

www.ucas.com). These systems allow you to apply to multiple campuses within the same

system by utilizing the main application portal. Other colleges and universities simply

have their own application, which requires you to log onto their individual application

portal (most often found on the Admissions page of their website). Each college’s

application requirements differ, so it is important to review all application directions.

Note on Regular Admissions

The application deadlines for Regular Admissions typically range from January 1st to

April 1st. However, we recommend that students strive to complete their applications by

Thanksgiving or early December at the latest, ensuring that all materials are received by the

college well in advance of the deadline. Applicants are typically notified of the admissions

decision by April 15th, and you may be accepted, denied, or wait listed. You are required to

reply to your chosen college with an enrollment deposit by May 1st, this is referred to as the

“Universal Enrollment Deadline.” Some colleges may require an earlier response.

Early Decision vs. Early Action 

Early Decision is for the student who plans to commit to attending one particular college

upon acceptance. Students considering this option should be well aware that this is a binding

decision. You can only apply to one school Early Decision and if you are accepted, you are

committed to attend. 

Early Action is similar to Early Decision in that the application deadlines are earlier in the fall

(October 15- December 1 typically). Applying Early Action does not require the student to

commit to attending the school. You will typically hear an admissions decision in late

December or early January. You may be accepted, denied, or deferred. Deferral means you

will be reconsidered as part of the Regular Decision pool.

https://www.commonapp.org/
https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/
https://www.ucas.com/

